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Disclaimer

Please be aware that this presentation provides general information only, 
and is specifically for the purposes of providing information on ethical 
investment and divestment for Australian Investors.  Any reference to 
strategies, products or investments should not be considered a 
recommendation to use or invest in that product or investment.

You should talk to an Authorised Representative, licenced by ASIC before 
using any of the information presented.  Before you consider investing 
ensure the information is suitable for your particular situation.



Positive changes over the past 17 

years for retail Investor.

• Over the past 17 and more importantly over past 3 years there 

has been many positive changes in the Ethical investment 

sector.

• In the early 2000’s we had Australian Ethical and Hunter Hall as 

the 2 investment options for our clients.

• This has now grown to over 20 options today.

• New investment options with stronger screening

• We now have a mix of strategies and processes available:

• Negative screens

• Positive screens

• Impact or theme



Positive Characteristics of Funds today

• New Investment Houses are a result of 

key investment people leaving the big 

institutions.

• Since leaving they have been able to 

become stricter in their screening process.

• Many have their own money invested 

alongside investors.

• They are not owned by big corporations.





Investment returns
Source Responsible Investment Association of Australasia 2018 report - Returns to 31/12/17



Additional Evidence



Now Morphing

• Seek to invest in companies that provide 
solutions to issues such as water 
management and renewables.

• Investing in social impact such as housing 
and healthcare.

• Investing in unethical companies to raise 
resolutions at Company meetings.

• Taking an active role in educating 
companies on how they can increase their 
ESG ratings.



What can you do to divest?

• Document your ethical concerns

• If you have an adviser ask them what ESG funds 
they have available on their approved product list, it 
should be in excess of 15 and preferably over 20.

• Ask your investment and super funds what is their 
screening process and what are the underlying 
investments.

• Check out the “Find an RI Product” screening tool 
on the RIAA website.

• Contact an adviser who is a member of the Ethical 
Advisers’ Cooperative.





Impact & Share Voting

We now have organisations that specialize 

in raising resolutions at corporate AGMs: 

• 350.org

• ACCR (Australasian Centre for 

Corporate Responsibility)

• Glass Lewis

• Individual Investment Houses





Useful Resources

• Accord Financial Strategies

www.AccordFS.com.au

• Ethical Adviser’s Cooperative

www.ethicaladviserscoop.org

• Responsible Investment Association 

Australasia (RIAA)

www.responsibleinvestment.org

http://www.accordfs.com.au/
http://www.ethicaladviserscoop.org/
http://www.responsibleinvestment.org/


RIAA

https://responsibleinvestment.org/superfund-benchmark-report/

https://responsibleinvestment.org/superfund-benchmark-report/



Investment Options

• The following are not recommendations.

• They will not be suitable for all investors 

as they have very soft screening.

• Some may not screen out your personal 

ethical concern.



Investment Houses with at least one 

ESG investment option
• 8IP

• Adelaide Bank

• Alphinity Socially Responsible Trust

• Altius (Australian Unity) 

• AMP 

• Aoris

• Australian Ethical

• Bank Australia



Investment Houses with at least one 

ESG investment option
• BetaShares

• Beyond Bank

• BNP Paribas

• BT

• Candriam

• Dalton Nicol Reid 

• Ethical Partners 

• Future Super



Investment Houses with at least one 

ESG investment option
• Generation

• Legg Mason Martin Currie 

• Morphic

• Nanuk

• Perennial 

• Perpetual 

• Pimco

• Stewart Investors 

• Van Eyk

• Walsh & Co

• WHEB 


